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No herd or flock too small for a premises ID number
Just 1 or 2 animals on your premises? 

Applying for a number will benefit you.
In a crisis involving farm animals, the best early-warning system is Manitoba’s premises ID database. With the push of a button, authorized officials can identify the properties where livestock, poultry or horses may be at risk, and then contact the owners to warn them of the danger.
But many hobby owners with a sheep, goat or horse in the backyard are missing out on the benefits of this emergency response database – simply because they don’t know that it’s for everyone with livestock or poultry, no matter how few animals they have.
In fact, the law requires a premises ID number for parcels of land with any number of poultry and livestock, including horses. If these animals are grown, kept, assembled or disposed of on your property, you should be getting a premises ID number.
The main purpose of the system is to keep track of animals so there can be a quick and co-ordinated response during serious animal disease outbreaks. It can also be a life-saver during natural emergencies, like fires or floods. 
Geri Sweet, president of the Manitoba Horse Council, feels the database is particularly valuable for horse owners because they aren’t organized in the same way as owners of food animals. Premises ID provides them with a formal system for being notified of any kind of serious risk.

“Suppose strangles was found in a horse that had been at a show. You might eventually hear about it through word of mouth, but through the premises ID system, anyone with horses at risk could be contacted within hours,” she explains.

”That early warning would give you more time to isolate your horses and watch for symptoms. We’d be able to contain the problem so much faster.”
Among backyard owners of sheep and goats, there may be a perception that premises ID numbers are only for commercial producers, says Bill Paulishyn, president of the Manitoba Goat Association. Hobby owners may not realize that it’s important to be in the database because even one goat is a source of risk to other goats when a disease is on the move.
Continued…
“If someone down the road from me has a few goats and there’s a disease problem, I want to know about it,” says Paulishyn, who owns a small goat herd near Anola. “The premises ID program protects me from you and you from me.”

Lucien Lesage, chair of the Manitoba Sheep Association, says having a premises ID number is a huge advantage during a natural emergency. 

He saw the system in use during the wildfires of last fall and was impressed with how quickly authorized officials could identify where animals might be in harm’s way. With just the push of a button, they knew the maximum number of animals that would need to be transported at each location if an evacuation was necessary. 

“Anything that makes it easier for government to help us during an emergency is a good thing,” he says.
While people with small numbers of animals have been less likely than commercial producers to get a premises ID number, Lesage feels they have as much or more to gain from being in the database. Otherwise, these property owners risk being overlooked by emergency responders during a crisis.
“It only makes sense,” says Geri Sweet. “The sooner you get into the program, the sooner you can benefit.”

There is no cost to get a premises ID number. The application form is available online at www.manitoba.ca/agriculture/pid -- or from your local Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives GO Office.
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SIDEBAR

How the premises ID system works

· A unique number is assigned to every parcel of land where livestock or poultry are grown, kept, assembled or disposed of. The numbers are then recorded in a database.

· In an emergency, authorized officials can instantly identify the properties where livestock are located. They can determine the maximum number of animals that may be on the premises and retrieve contact information for the owners. They can then contact those at risk and notify emergency responders.

Continued…
· A premises ID number is mandatory for everyone keeping livestock, poultry or horses, regardless of how many animals they have.

· There is no cost to get a premises ID number. The application form is available online at www.manitoba.ca/agriculture/pid -- or from your local Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives GO Office.
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